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from the devastation caused by the mining of coal. A direct result of this effort was
the passing of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) in 1977.
SMCRA covers all surface coal mining operations as well as the surface effects of
underground coal mining.

Shortly after the passing of SMCRA, the Office of Surface Mining and Reclamation
and Enforcement (OSM) was created within the Department of Interior to administer
the Act. The OSM is charged with ensuring mining operations meet minimum
standards of health, safety and environmental protection. During the first two years
after SMCRA's passing, the OSM accomplished quite a bit by closing over 1,000
illegal mines and beginning the reclamation process, but this was short lived.

For decades since the passing of SMCRA, the OSM has been plagued with
mismanagement that has allowed for thousands of miles of streams to be dewatered,
polluted or buried by valley fills, mountaintops to be blown off, prime farmland in
Illinois to be rendered useless from longwall mining, inadequate reclamation efforts
to repair environmental damage, and the lack of proper enforcement and oversight
of state programs. The OSM failings have directly affected citizens in the coalfields,
the same citizens that SMCRA was written by Congress to protect.

What We Need to Do:

CCC is urging everyone to send in your comments and be heard! We should not let
this opportunity to air our concerns to the OSM pass us by. Who knows better than
the coalfield residents that have to deal with the destruction of our homes,
communities, water supplies and culture?

Some of the suggested issues to comment on include:

« Mountaintop removal

« Longwall mining

Strip Mining

Blasting

Lack of proper reclamation

Lack of proper cumulative hydrological assessments

Bonding

Lack of proper state oversight and enforcement

Need for increased funding for both state and federal mining programs

Stream Buffer Zone

« Lack of clear standards on the definition of *‘approximate original contour**

« Lack of proper public participation in the permitting process

« Loopholes in the regulations that allow for irrepretable destruction of our
environment through mining activities

« Science needs to dictate policy

Please send your comments via e-mail to: oversight@osmre.gov by tomorrow,
January 19, 2009. You can find a sample letter here; please feel free to add your own
comments to the sample letter as you wish.

For more information please visit:
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